Complementary peptides as recognition molecules.
The possibility of designing sequence-directed recognition peptides (complementary peptides) able to non covalently associate target peptides or proteins is one of the most important applications deriving from the Molecular Recognition Theory [MRT]. Complementary peptides can be used widely not only as synthetic ligands for the development of affinity purification strategies to isolate target peptides or proteins from crude sources, but more importantly as peptidyl antagonists to inhibit biologically relevant interactions, or to probe functional sites in proteins and corresponding receptors.